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EASTER SUNDAY 
WORSHIP SERVICES

8:00, 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.
5:00 and 6:00 p.m.

Welcome!  We are so glad to have you 
with us in worship this morning.  If you 
are worshiping with us for the first time, 
please fill out one of the “welcome” cards 
in the pew rack so we may greet you and 
respond to any questions you may have.  

S U N D A Y  M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P

We welcome our guest musicians:
Trumpets:  Joey Tartell, Dan Golando
Trombones:  Loy Hetrick, Jared Rodin
Timpani:  Steve Hanna
 

Easter Sunday
We Come Together as God’s People

Prelude  Vernal Sequences Michael Carl Green 
  Festival Brass
  Résurrection  Marcel Dupré
  (from Symphonie-Passion, Op. 23) (1886-1971)
  An Easter Fanfare Carla J. Giomo
  Dr. Michelle L. Louer, Director of Music and Fine Arts 
  Dr. John Allegar, organ
   
 Call to Worship   Rev. Owen J. Gray (8:00) 
   Rev. Meagan P. Findeiss (9:30) 
   Dr. John R. Koppitch (11:15) 

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Leader:  The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that 

you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; 
for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay.”

          Choir: Alleluia Ralph Manuel 
   (b. 1951)

Leader: Christ is risen!
People: He is risen, indeed!

 
* Hymn #123 Jesus Christ is Risen Today EASTER HYMN

 1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
      Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
      Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
      Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
 2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
      Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
      Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
      Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
 3. But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 
      Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
      Now above the sky He’s King, Alleluia! 
      Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!
 4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
      Praise eternal as God’s love; Alleluia! 
      Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
      Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

PRELUDE NOTES
Vernal Sequences incorporates three hymn 
tunes that move through the final days of 
Jesus’ life, the Resurrection and beyond.  The 
piece opens with the pre-Civil War African-
American spiritual Were You There? in which 
the tune is both concealed and revealed as it 
moves through each instrument.  Next, the 
16th century French chanson Noël Nouvelet, 
known in its Easter version as Now The Green 
Blade Riseth (and in its Nativity version as 
Now We Sing Of Christmas), is introduced 
with cantor-like statements by the 1st 
trombone, and then continues calmly with a 
murmuring muted background supporting 
and echoing the haunting melody played by 
the trombones.  The piece concludes with 
the 17th century German hymn by Joachim 
Neander, Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty.  
Composer Michael Carl Green is on the 
faculty of the Conservatory at Westminster 
Choir College in Princeton, NJ and serves as 
composer-in-residence of the Princeton Brass 
Bands.  
Dupré’s depiction of Christ’s Resurrection 
begins quietly, as if in the early morning hours 
when the world still slumbers. The chant 
Adoro te devote (I devoutly adore you) begins 
in the pedal, and continues throughout 
the piece. The piece grows to a glorious 
conclusion with the sure knowledge of 
Christ’s salvation.
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* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

 Call to Confession   
Leader:  Lord God, you made the hearts of the disciples glad with the 

knowledge of the resurrection of Jesus, your Son.  
Forgive us because, like them, we find the truth of Easter so 
hard to believe. 

All:  Forgive us that we are so easily downcast, and so quickly 
given to despair. Forgive us that we are often indifferent to 
the needs of others and silent in the face of injustice.   
Hear us as we confess our sin to you.

    Silent Confession

Leader:  Come to us, Lord God, in the power of the risen Christ.

All:  Take away our crippling doubts and fears,and through 
your Holy Spirit bring us to life in your service; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

 Assurance of Pardon

* Response of Praise Hymn #122      Thine Is the Glory JUDAS MACCABEUS

1. Thine is the glory, Risen, conquering Son; 
     Endless is the victory Thou o’er death hast won. 
     Angels in bright raiment Rolled the stone away, 
     Kept the folded graveclothes Where Thy body lay. 
 

Refrain: 
                     Thine is the glory, Risen, conquering Son; 
 Endless is the victory Thou o’er death hast won.

2. Lo! Jesus meets us, Risen from the tomb; 
      Lovingly He greets us, Scatters fear and gloom. 
      Let the church with gladness Hymns of triumph sing, 
      For the Lord now liveth; Death hath lost its sting. 
 

Refrain
 

3. No more we doubt Thee, Glorious Prince of life! 
     Life is nought without Thee; Aid us in our strife. 
     Make us more than conquerors Through Thy deathless love; 
     Bring us safe through Jordan To Thy home above. 
 

Refrain

* The Passing of the Peace

 Ritual of Friendship  Rev. Karen L. Lang 
     and the Concerns of the Church

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP 
Worshipers are invited to fill out the red 
“Friendship Pad” and pass it down the pew. 
“Welcome” cards are available in the pews 
for our guests who are with us in worship 
today. Please fill them out and place them 
in the offering plate. 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today is probably 
the best known of all Easter hymns, yet its 
authorship is entirely unknown.  Nor do 
we know who composed the magnificent 
tune Easter Hymn to which it is always 
sung.  
The text unites the two great themes of 
Easter, the Cross and the Resurrection.  
Each of the three stanzas consists of two 
couplets; and in each case one couplet 
refers directly to the Lord’s triumph over 
death and the other to his passion.  In 
the first and second stanzas the couplets 
celebrating his triumph come first, 
followed by those which refer to his 
suffering.  In the third stanza the order is 
reversed.  The fourth stanza was added by 
Charles Wesley as a doxology.

Thine Is the Glory 
George Frederick Handel is perhaps the 
most well-known composer of all time 
through performances of his popular 
oratorio Messiah.  An oratorio is a musical 
form which developed in the seventeenth 
century as an alternative to opera during 
the Lenten season.  It is a large-scale work 
for orchestra, choir and soloists which 
was originally intended for performance 
in a sacred space.  The tune for Thine Is 
the Glory is taken from Handel’s oratorio 
on the life of Judas Maccabaeus.  The 
verse-refrain format lends emphasis to the 
retelling of the passion story and the final 
outcome of Christ’s victory over death.  

News Within the Church Family
Hospitalized: 
Kathy Jensen 
Elaine Palmer

Please notify the church if you, or family 
members, are hospitalized. The hospitals 

no longer share this information.  
Call (317) 253-6461  or use our website 

Prayer Request form.

Call to Confession adapted from  
A New Collection of Prayers by Neil Dixon.
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* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

FIRST LESSON – MARK 16:1-8
When the sabbath was over, Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that 
they might go and anoint him. And very 
early on the first day of the week, when 
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
They had been saying to one another, 
‘Who will roll away the stone for us from 
the entrance to the tomb?’ When they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which 
was very large, had already been rolled 
back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a 
young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting 
on the right side; and they were alarmed. 
But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; 
you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has been raised; he is not 
here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he 
is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him, just as he told you.’ So they 
went out and fled from the tomb, for terror 
and amazement had seized them; and 
they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid. 

SECOND LESSON –  
1 CORINTHIANS 15:12-26
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from 
the dead, how can some of you say there is 
no resurrection of the dead? If there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has 
not been raised; and if Christ has not been 
raised, then our proclamation has been in 
vain and your faith has been in vain. We 
are even found to be misrepresenting God, 
because we testified of God that he raised 
Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true 
that the dead are not raised. For if the dead 
are not raised, then Christ has not been 
raised. If Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 
Then those also who have died in Christ 
have perished. If for this life only we have 
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most 
to be pitied. 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the first fruits of those who have 
died. For since death came through a 
human being, the resurrection of the dead 
has also come through a human being; 
for as all die in Adam, so all will be made 
alive in Christ. But each in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits, then at his coming 
those who belong to Christ. Then comes 
the end, when he hands over the kingdom 
to God the Father, after he has destroyed 
every ruler and every authority and power. 
For he must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to 
be destroyed is death. 

* Hymn #119 The Strife is O’er VICTORY

Refrain:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

1.  The strife is o’er, the battle done,  
      The victory of life is won;  
      The song of triumph has begun.  
      Alleluia! 

Refrain

2.  The powers of death have done their worst,  
      But Christ their legions hath dispersed: 
      Let shouts of holy joy outburst.  
      Alleluia! 

Refrain

3.  The three sad days are quickly sped,  
      Christ rises glorious from the dead:  
      All glory to our our risen Head!  
      Alleluia! 

Refrain

4.  Lord, by Your wounds on Calvary  
      From death’s dread sting Your servants free,  
      That we may live eternally. 
      Alleluia! 

Refrain

We Experience God’s Word
 Time with the Children (9:30 & 11:15) 

 Prayer of Illumination  Will Murray (9:30) 
   Deacon Brittany Babbitt (11:15) 

 First Lesson Mark 16:1-8 (p. 929) 

 Anthem God So Loved the World  John Stainer 
   (1840-1901)

God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoso believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through Him might be saved. 
 —John 3:16-17 

 Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 15:12-26 (p. 1048)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 Sermon   Dr. Lewis F. Galloway

“Fools for Christ”
“If Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain  

and your faith has been in vain.”
(1 Corinthians 15:14)

We Give Thanks to God
 Invitation to Discipleship 

* Affirmation of Faith    (from A Brief Statement of Faith)  (Lines 7-26)
 We trust in Jesus Christ, 
 Fully human, fully God. 
 Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
       preaching good news to the poor 
       and release to the captives, 
       teaching by word and deed 
       and blessing the children, 
       healing the sick 
       and binding up the brokenhearted, 
       eating with outcasts, 
       forgiving sinners, 
       and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
 Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
 Jesus was crucified, 
        suffering the depths of human pain 
        and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
 God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
        vindicating his sinless life, 
         breaking the power of sin and evil, 
         delivering us from death to life eternal.

 Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

 Offertory Rejoice, Ye Heavens Hans Leo Hassler 
   (1564-1612) 
  Alleluia! In Your Resurrection Jacobus Gallus 
   (1550-1591)

Alleluia.  
In your resurrection, O Christ—alleluia, 
let heaven and earth rejoice—alleluia. 
The Lord has risen from the grave—alleluia, 
who was hung on the tree for us—alleluia. 
The disciples rejoiced—alleluia, 
at seeing the Lord.

* Doxology and the Prayer of Thanksgiving (See sidebar)

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS: 
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
Nursery care is provided beginning at  
7:30 a.m.  Classes for two-year-olds 
through Kindergarten meet at 9:15 and 
11:00.  There is no Sunday school for 
students in Grades 1 through 12.  Special 
worship materials are provided for children 
who enjoy worshiping with their families 
on this special day.

Class        9:15
Infants                Room 240
Toddlers                Room 233
Twos                Room 209
Threes   Room 235
Fours         Room 234
Fives         Room 205

Class       11:00 
Infants   Room 240
Toddlers & Twos  Room 233
Threes   Room 234
Fours/Fives/Prek/K  Room 234

* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

Elder Cathie Reese, Clerk of Session,  
will receive Dr. Galloway's robe as a symbol 
of the transition in pastoral leadership 
following the sermon.
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* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

MESSIAH

On April 13, 1742, the music hall in 
Dublin resounded with the applause of 
an enthusiastic audience after the first 
performance of George Frideric Handel’s 
newest oratorio, Messiah.  By this time, 
Handel’s renown as a composer was firmly 
established.  He was quite prolific, having 
already written 42 operas, 9 oratorios, and 
scores of instrumental works.  So his most 
recent composition was anticipated with 
great expectation and excitement.  No 
one could have predicted at that time the 
extraordinary place Messiah would come to 
hold in the history of Western music.  

Divided into three sections, Handel’s 
Messiah presents the broad narrative of 
the Christian story.  Part I, the “Christmas” 
section, focuses on prophecy and the 
realization of God’s plan to redeem 
humankind by the coming of the Messiah.  
Part II recounts the Passion story, revealing 
the accomplishment of redemption by the 
sacrifice of Jesus, ending in an ebullient 
Hallelujah. Part III, the “Easter” portion 
is an extended hymn of Thanksgiving 
celebrating the final overthrow of death.

We Go Forth to Serve
* Closing Hymn #113          Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!  LLANFAIR

1. “Christ the Lord is risen today!” Alleluia! 
     All creation, join to say; Alleluia! 
     Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia! 
     Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

2. Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
     Fought the fight, the battle won; Alleluia! 
     Death in vain forbids Him rise; Alleluia! 
     Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia!

3. Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia! 
     Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia! 
     Jesus died, our souls to save; Alleluia! 
     Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia!

4. Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia! 
     Praise to You by both be given; Alleluia! 
     Every knee to You shall bow, Alleluia! 
     Risen Christ, triumphant now. Alleluia! 

 

* Charge  and Benediction 
 

* Benediction Response            Hallelujah (from Messiah)  G.F. Handel 
   (1685-1759)

Hallelujah! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. Hallelujah! 
The kingdom of this world Is become the kingdom of our Lord, 
and of His Christ; And He shall reign forever and ever. 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, Hallelujah! 

* Postlude                Toccata (from Organ Symphony No. 5)  C.M. Widor 
   (1844-1937)

 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! was 
written by Charles Wesley for use at “The 
Foundry” – the deserted iron foundry in 
which was organized the first Wesleyan 
congregation in London.  With the 
resurrection, all creation sings a great 
antiphonal hymn echoing between 
heaven and earth.  This chorus recalls the 
birth of creation at which “the morning 
starts sang together and all the heavenly 
beings shouted for joy (Job 38:7).  Wesley 
understands this re-creation as the 
consummation of “love’s redeeming work.”  
Through this act of grace, God’s perfect 
creation may be restored; we are once 
more granted access to the garden;  
“Christ has opened paradise.”
In the third stanza, Wesley echoes Paul’s 
exultant claim of the resurrection  
(I Corinthians 15:54b – 55).
    Death has been swallowed up in victory. 
    Where, O death, is your victory? 
    Where, O death, is your sting?
Our response to this amazing gift is the 
holy worship of the Risen Christ.  Our 
response is expressed in the hymn’s florid 
alleluias which remind us that sometimes 
singing moves beyond mere words, 
adding a larger dimension to our praise.




